CLAIMS: 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
current application: 

Claims 1-13 (Canceled) 

14. (Original) A method of manufacturing a tactile sensor including an electrically 
conductive elastomer, said method comprising the steps of: 

providing a base having a plurality of electrodes thereon, each of said plurality of 
electrodes having at least one spike extending out from said base at a defined angle 0, 
wherein said at least one spike of one of said plurality of electrodes protrudes from said 
base in an outward direction away from a direction of said at least one spike of said 
other of said plurality of electrodes; 

stretching said electrically conductive elastomer outward a certain distance; 

placing said electrically conductive elastomer onto said base such that said 
electrically conductive elastomer becomes gripped by said spikes of said plurality of 
electrodes when said electrically conductive elastomer is no longer stretched; 

locally heating said electrically conductive elastomer to slightly higher than a 
melting point of said electrically conductive elastomer to melt locally said electrically 
conductive elastomer around said spikes of said plurality of electrodes. 

15. (original) The method of claim 14 wherein said angle e is between about 10 and 
80 degrees. 

16. (original) The method of claim 14 wherein said angle 0 is between about 45 and 
75 degrees. 

17. (original) The method of claim 14 wherein said certain distance comprises at 
least two times a length of said spike multiplied by cos0. 



18. (original) The method of claim 14 wherein said certain distance does not exceed 
an elastic range of said electrically conductive elastomer. 

19. (original) The method of claim 14 wherein at least one of said plurality of 
electrodes is elliptically shaped. 

20. (original) The method of claim 14 wherein at least one of said plurality of 
electrodes is polygonally shaped. 

21 . (original) The method of claim 14 wherein at least one of said plurality of 
electrodes is rectangularly shaped. 

22. (original) The method of claim 14 wherein said spikes are tooth-like. 

23. (original) The method of claim 14 wherein said electrically conductive elastomer 
comprises a foam. 

Claims 24-39 (Cancelled) 



